2. Example of the environmental label for pure electric
cars (effective from 11 February 2013), and a
description of the fields
This label is used for cars that run on electricity, i.e. are propelled by means of an electric
motor. The energy is stored in batteries that can be charged either from a mains charger, or
another external source – solar charger for example.

(an Alternative text description of the label is available here)
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Description of the fields

Cars are taxed according to the level of Carbon Dioxide (CO2) produced and arranged into thirteen
bands - each assigned a letter of the alphabet. The actual CO2 value of the car on display will be
shown in the black box to the right and correspond to one of those bands. For pure electric cars this
will be shown as ‘zero’.

Electricity cost (estimated) for 12,000 miles (Annual energy cost) – is calculated as
follows:
12000 / C x D - where
C = The electrical energy consumption (see below)
D = Current electrical energy cost per unit (£)
The VED for 12 months - Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) – more commonly known as ‘Road
Tax’ or ‘Road Fund licence’. The “1st year rate” is the amount of VED that will be due for the
very first year following registration. In subsequent years, the “Standard rate” will apply. The
currently applicable tax rates can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-tax-rate-tables
Electric energy consumption (Miles/kWh) – is calculated as follows:
(1 / E) x 0.621 x 1000 = “miles / kW” - where
E = wh/km figure taken from the vehicle’s Certificate of Conformity.
Electric range (Miles) – is the number of kilometres declared on the Certificate of
Conformity and multiplied by 0.62.
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Note that this is the mandatory section of the label, as set out in “The Passenger Car (Fuel
consumption and CO2 Emissions Information) Regulations 2001 (as amended)”
Make /Model – the make is usually the name of the manufacturer. Only cars built by
manufacturers to European M1 standards will need to display a label. They do not include
makers of low-volume cars, or those that build 4 wheeled 'L' class vehicles. Model definitions
are taken from the EC Type Approval documentation, so may differ slightly from final
commercial descriptions that include trim levels.
Engine capacity (cc) – often referred to as the engine size in cubic centimetres (cc). Not
aapplicable for Pure Electric cars.
Fuel-type – “Electricity” is the only fuel type relevant.
Transmission – As this information is not shown on the vehicle’s Certificate of Conformity,
this will be shown as “N/A”.
Fuel consumption - Not applicable for Pure Electric cars.
CO2 emissions [g/km] - The actual CO2 value of the car on display will be shown here, and
in the black box above – zero for Pure electric cars.
A larger version of the latest label can be downloaded
here: http://carfueldata.direct.gov.uk/downloads/default.aspx (opens in a new browser
window)
Manufacturers wishing to find out more about our POS system (or obtain a full suite of
labels) are invited to contact us on +44 (0)117 9524109, or by e-mailing us at
fuel@vca.gov.uk.
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